Immunodeficiency in the Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome.
The immune system in the Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome is characterized by a host of paradoxes. Elements of the effector limbs of both humoral and cellular immunity such as immunoglobulin synthesis and in vitro lymphocyte proliferative, secretory and killer responses to nonspecific mitogens are intact. Yet, these patients fail to produce specific antibody normally following immunization and they are anergic. This combination of findings is consistent with a defect in the appropriate initiation of specific immune responses, ie a defect in the afferent limb of immunity.